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Scott Haldeman, DC, MD, PhD, decided to make a differ-
ence. He is well respected in the spine-care � eld and has the 
ability to shed light on the fact that for billions of people in 
the developing world there is no effective spinal care available. 
Dr. Haldeman chaired the Bone and Joint Decade 2000 to 2010 
Task Force on Neck Pain and its Associated Disorders, which is 
a World Health Organization (WHO) Initiative, and that work 
led to the creation of World Spine Care, also a WHO initiative.

The Beginning
A task force member, Margareta Nordin, Dr. Med. Sci., in 

2007 was invited to India and asked to set up a spine care pro-
gram, and realized that routine care for people in remote areas 
with spinal problems was almost nonexistent. Dr. Haldeman 
agreed to initiate the World Spine Care (WSC) project and she 
joined him as vice president. �Almost every major association 
around the world is trying to do something in developing coun-
tries, but it is a side issue and a matter of resources;  they send 

someone for a day or a week or two, but nobody has a coordinated 
program for sustainability to help someone with spinal problems 
deal with disability in a community,� Dr. Haldeman says. So in 
2008, he worked out a proposal, and with funding from Palmer 
College of Chiropractic, focused on Botswana, where of� cials 
were asking for a spinal clinic. 

When Dr. Haldeman�s team arrived in Botswana the recep-
tion was warm. Government of� cials made clear they wanted to 
help bring the project to fruition and agreed to provide facilities, 
staf� ng and housing for the WSC doctors. 

That was the impetus for Dr. Haldeman to solicit funding.  
Four foundations donated small amounts of start-up funding, 
which was enough to set up a non-pro� t foundation and WSC 
was of� cially launched in 2010. Next came serendipity. �We 
were introduced to Archbishop Desmond Tutu and he agreed 
to join our advisory committee and said we could use his im-
age and that gave us some momentum,� says Dr. Haldeman.
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We are fortunate in the United States to have access to chiropractic care. In developing 
countries, however, spinal disorders and injuries cause much suffering and economic 
harm. Often, people living in remote or disadvantaged areas of the world lose their 

livelihood after � rst losing their health to spinal problems.

Ranthambhore women carrying sticks. World 
Spine Care is setting up a spine care clinic in the 
Sevika Hospital as there is no care available for 
patients with spinal disorders in this district of 
India. Photo courtesy World Spine Care. 
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